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Church of the Resurrection – Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Monthly Meeting Minutes 

July 8, 2020 
 

Members Present: 
Tom Bindi (’22), Valerie Coolidge (’21), Sandy Doty (‘21), Al Hannum (’21 -Z), Tina Fesenmyer(’23 -Z), Tammy 
Foeller (’23 -Z), Adora Gallagher (’21 - Z), Al Hannum (’21 -Z), Bill Hohman (’22) Travis Polk (’23), Mark 
Samborsky (’22 -Z), Katy Wyatt (’23) 
 Note: -Z means attended via Zoom 
 
Pastoral Staff Present: Suanne Gettings 
 
PFC Representative - Guest: none 
 
Members Absent:  Matthew Doty (Youth Representative), Mia Slanoc (Youth Representative)  
Pastoral Staff Absent:  Father Denis Kigozi, Deacon Kevin Murrin 
 
The meeting was a virtual meeting and called to order ~7:01pm 

TOPIC DISCUSSION 

Opening Prayer  
& Intentions  

Led by Valerie  

Roll Call Attendance recorded by Sandy 

Minutes A motion to approve the minutes from the June 2020 PPC meeting was given by Val 
and seconded by Tom. Unanimously approved 

Reports/Updates  No report from: Deanery, Ministry, or Youth due to pandemic. 
Pastoral Associate Report is attached – Suanne provided an overview.  In short, 
through the limitations of the pandemic God has provided an opportunity to think 
outside of the box as to how to engage and welcome people.  In general, people who 
have not been involved with things like Bible Studies in the past are signing up now 
(the October offering of Walking with Purpose already has 50 women signed up) are 
now signing up.  She believes the ability to participate from home is an attractive 
option - opens up options so people don’t have to choose between church and home.  

Suggestion Box Suggestion 1 is to consider alternating the Mystery of Faith responses.  During the 
Exec meeting with Father Denis, he agreed that when the mass is sung we do use the 
same one but when saying the mass he mixes them up.  A PPC member asked whether 
he rotates through by day or by mass because in the PPC member’s experience, every 
11 am mass has the same Mystery of Faith.  This will be brought to Father’s attention 
for consideration.  

Suggestion 2 expressed concern about people not wearing a mask in mass.  The 
suggestor had not returned to face to face mass due to safety concerns and suggested 
this needs to be fixed to feel safe.  The council discussed various options and situations 
including having Father review common courtesy and behavior, creating a mask-free 
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zone as well as the issues of those who cannot wear a mask safely and our status as 
representatives of Christ.  The council agreed ultimately that our mission is to be open, 
caring and inviting – that while we can request – we can’t force individuals to comply. 

The Exec Committee discussed the suggestions with Father Denis prior to the PPC 
meeting.  Since the suggestors did not leave contact information, the committee can’t 
respond directly.  A council member suggested that a statement be placed with the 
online form requesting that contact information be included with suggestions so that 
PPC can respond and so the suggestor knows their concerns were heard. 

Pastor 
Comments – Fr. 
Denis 

Father Denis was not present because he was helping out at Camp Damascus.  He 
asked the council to consider participating in a church discussion on racism facilitated 
by parishioner and Diocesan Director of Catholic Ethnic Ministries, Pamela Harris.  
There was unanimous support for the conversation. A request was made to have such 
a conversation at the end of our next PPC meeting if possible. 

Overview of PPC 
Role and parish 
mission 

The constitutional purpose of PPC as an advisor and consultant to the Pastor on 
pastoral matters as well as its primary focus in determining how the parish can be 
most effective in living out its mission to the fullest was reviewed.  Emphasis was 
placed on the advisorial role of PPC and a review of the Parish mission was discussed.  
Father Denis was asked in the Executive Meeting about what his goals for the parish 
are.  His focus is on having an alive and healthy parish.  Council members commented 
on their impressions including: The palpable sense of the Holy Spirit in our parish has 
dampened since the pandemic.  The “feel” of the church has changed such that 
parishioners who are normally animated and engaged are no longer so.  The goal of 
PPC this year will be to use the mission of the paris and our role in helping Father 
achieve that mission as our touchstone in determining what we should do and how we 
should do it.  
 

Break out rooms: 
short term, mid-
term, and long 
term. 

PPC members were broken into 3 groups to brain storm ideas on what can be done in 
the near (1-3 weeks), medium (1-3 months), long term (quartery) to make Church of 
the Resurrection look more like our vision of an alive and healthy church?  Several 
ideas were reported at the end of the session.  The near, medium and long term 
groups were asked to make a plan for implementation of 2 ideas bearing in mind 
concerns about COVID.  When putting together plans they were to think about needed 
resources, what needs to be in place, which staff committees need to be consulted, 
what logistics may be a concern, as well as current COVID restrictions as they are 
currently understood (and understanding that they will change).  It was emphasized 
that PPC cannot implement anything without Father’s approval and any plans must 
meet diocese and health department guidelines.  The goal is to have well thought out 
ideas to consider and present.   

New  Sandy reported that the parish has made an offer to contract a communications 
person (Matt Lofy recommended this person). 
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Committee members asked for more phone numbers to call and new members were 
invited to call as well.  Committee members raised concerns about receiving a high 
level parish finance and attendance report. 

Closing Prayer Valerie “Our Father” 

The meeting adjourned at – 8:00pm 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sandy Doty 

 

Next meeting: PPC Meeting August 12, 2020 @ 7 pm Location: TBD 
Opening Prayer:  Tom Bindi 
Closing Prayer:   Sandy Doty 
 
Tabled for future discussion: 

• Parish Picnic & Volunteer Recognition Event 
• Online directory 
• Planning for Founders Day parade or Independence Day parade 

 

 


